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 SEN. LENO, OTHER OFFICIALS TO SUPPORT FIGHT AGAINST THE 

SCHOOL-TO-PRISON PIPELINE 

Local leaders join with Unite for Students to educate, organize community at event  

 

SAN FRANCISCO (August 11, 2012) – Unite for Students will welcome State Sen. Mark Leno (D-San 

Francisco), San Francisco Unified School District Superintendent Richard Carranza and other area 

officials at its community workshop series “Breaking the School-to-Prison Pipeline” today, August 11. 

Their participation will come in addition to the numerous leaders and experts who will be on hand to 

man information tables and run workshops addressing the school-to-prison pipeline, which is a system 

of local, state and federal education and public policies that push students out of schools and into the 

criminal justice system. This pipeline disproportionately affects students of color and English Language 

Learners (ELL), and studies show the disparity is even greater in San Francisco than in the nation as a 

whole.  

Unite For Students is partnering with Mo' MAGIC and Ella Hill Hutch Community Center to host the 

event, which will connect San Francisco families with the tools and resources to support student 

success. Topics discussed will include college counseling and financial aid, mentoring to help students 

fulfill A-G requirements, restorative justice, literacy, and PTO/ parental volunteer involvement in 

schools. There will also be a photo-op with students and officials, who will be completing an art 

installation project “Solving the Puzzle.” 

The workshops are being held alongside Mo’ MAGIC’s 9
th

 annual Back-to-School Celebration and 

Backpack Giveaway, which includes a health and activity fair with free food, games, arts and crafts, 

music, sports and performances. Last year the event attracted over a thousand parents and students, as 

well as a host of elected officials and prominent members of the community. 

Unite For Students is an advocacy group started by a group of committed graduate students at the 

University of San Francisco. 

What: Community Workshop Series: Breaking the School-to-Prison Pipeline 

Where: Ella Hill Hutch Community Center (1050 McAllister Street, SF, 94115) 

When: Saturday, August 11, 2012, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

Who: Sen. Mark Leno, Superintendent Richard Carranza and other leaders; experts and youth 

advocates; Unite for Students and Mo’ MAGIC volunteers; parents and kids  

Visuals: Guest speakers; the hanging “school-to-prison pipeline” puzzle; photo ops w/local officials 

 For more information on Unite For Students, please visit www.uniteforstudents.org. 
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